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WHO... WHO'S THERE? 
I KNOW YOU'RE 


AARICIA, GET A GRIP ON YOURSELF 
OR THIS WHOLE BUSINESS IS GO- 
b. ING TO ORIVE YOU INSANE ... 


GO, MARZIEL, 

MOST FAITHFUL OF MY 
FAITHFUL PRETTIES. YOU 
MUST FINO A WAY TO 
FOLLOW HER INSIDE. 
| WANT TO KNOW WHAT 
HAS SUDDENLY ORIVEN 
THIS AARICIA TO SUCH 

PANIC. 


MY DARLING WIFE RETURNS HOME ‘ = , | wa OH, THORGAL! I'M SO SORRY, BUT 
AT LAST! IS IT TO CHECK HOW MANY ; } i eae » THE THINGS | HEARD! 
OF MY TEETH SHE KNOCKED OUT , ? , 

OR TO TRY TO FINISH ME OFF? 


THEN CALM 
OOWN, MY SWEET, 
ANO TELL ME WHAT 

HAPPENED. 


YES, YES. ILL TELL YOU ; | A 6 WARM YOURSELF BY THE 
EVERYTHING, BUT FIRST, ARE , ieee seeee j i F = FIRE. ILL CLOSE THE DOOR 
THE CHILDREN ... 7 is 7; Wd ANO THEN YOU CAN TELL 

: Zh) INS ME YOUR STORY. 


OON'T WORRY. 
THEY’RE BOTH 
SOUND ASLEEP. 


WHAT ... ? WHAT'S 
GOING ON? WHERE ... 
WHERE AM I? 


DON’T YOU REMEMBER, SOLAN? 
YESTERDAY YOUR FEET TROO THE 
THRESHOLD OF INITIATION. YOU 
AND YOUR COMPANIONS ARE 

IN’ MANTHOR'S HOME NOW! og 


AS FOR THE 


HORN, IT CALLS US 


EVERY MORNING 
TO THE RITUAL OF 
AWAKENING. COME 

ANO SEE! 


THE RITUAL OF 
AWAKENING? 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE 
TWO POOR FELLOWS? 
4 .. DEAD? 


J CONTRARY, 
MK SOLAN! ON THE 
CONTRARY! 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, 

ONE CONSIDERS BIRTH 

S 10 Be BUT THE FIRST STEP 
| TOWARDS DEATH ... 


WELCOME 
KRATCHIK ANO 
KRITCHAK! 


SLOW DOWN, YOU TWO. ARMY THAT LIVES, CHOSEN 
ONE, VICTORY ... WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? 
ALSO, WHO'S IN THAT TOWER WHO HAS THE POWER 
TO GIVE YOU LIFE WHEN YOU SEEM TO BE MADE 
ONLY OF ... STRAW, CLOTH AND BITS OF METAL? 
WHAT DOES MANTHOR: 


, 
4 4 NOT TO MEN 


HUSGAH FOR THE 
ARMY THAT LIVES! 
THE ARMY THAT 
LIVES! 


ONLY MANTHOR HAS THE |= 


CALM DOWN, SOLAN. 
YOU ASK TOO MANY 
QUESTIONS TOO 


RIGHT TO ANSWER THEM. 
GET DRESSED QUICKLY AND 
FOLLOW US. IT’S TIME TO 


SOIN HIM. 


$0 IT IS EVERY 
MORNING. AT OAWN, 
THE HORN ANNOUNCES 
THE BIRTH OF TWO 
NEW WARRIOR 
BROTHERS ... 


80, THIS IS 
WHAT HAVING A 


WE'RE GOING 
TO MEET 
OTHER— 


.. ANO, LITTLE BY 
LITTLE, MANTHOR’S 
ARMY THAT LIVES 
GROWS, WAITING FOR 
THE CHOSEN ONE TO 


> ARRIVE AND LEAO IT 


TO VICTORY. 


«. ANO THAT WAS WHEN 
MAHARA TOLO ME THAT THE 
NAME OF KAHANIEL OF 
VALNOR’S DAUGHTER WAS 
.. KRISS. 


OF COURSE HE SEES, 
AARICIA. AND SO 00 |, 
INDEED ... 


00 YOU SEE, 
THORGAL? 00 
YOU SEEP 


LITTLE ANIEL IS KRISS 
OF VALNOR’S SON. 
THAT MEANS HE'S THE 
MALE DESCENDANT 
OF KAHANIEL, ANDO 
THE MASTER WILL 
REINCARNATE IN HIM 
ONCE THE CHILD 
REACHES TEN ... 


LISTEN CLOSELY TO EVERY- 
THING THEY SAY, MARGIEL. 
ALL THIS INFORMATION IS 
EXTREMELY INTERESTING .... 


THIS IS HORRIBLE! WE fie My  HOLOONASECOND. WHAT A 
DON'T EVEN KNOW ANIEL'S ae PROOF 00 WE HAVE THAT HALF- 
EXACT AGE. HE MUST BE i f WITCH ISN'T RAVING MAO? PERHAPS 

a» THREE OR FOUR YEARS i \ YOU'RE WORRYING FOR NOTHING, 
OLD, MAYBE EVEN FIVE i £ . MY SWEET. 
ALREAOY. WHO KNOWS? Ee, aS ‘ 7 


YOU KNOW | PROMISED TO RAISE 
ANIEL AS ONE OF MY OWN CHILO- 
REN) — IN FACT, THAT IS HOW | THINK 


OF HIM. TRUST ME. IT’S A SORT S\N Fe ~ WHATIS IT, 
OF MATERNAL INSTINCT THAT bal. & d SWEETHEART? WHO 
LEADS ME TO BELIEVE THAT— aw ARE TALKING 


SHOO! GET OUT! 
ANO DON'T YOU EVER 
COME BACK IN HERE! 


CAME INSIDE ANO WAS 


SOME NASTY CAT ts 4OU FORGOT TO PAY ME 


WATCHING YOU. | FELT 
THAT HIS SPIRIT WAS 
EVIL. ANO ALSO... 


BEFORE LEAVING, AARICIA, 
EVEN THOUGH YOU PROMISED 
YOU'D GIVE ME ANYTHING | WANTED. 
WELL, NOW | KNOW THE PRICE 
OF YOUR VISIT ... 


we 


IT LOOKS LIKE YOUR 


is SEE WHEN YOU CONSIDER 
FOOT |S MUCH BETTER THAT A BRAINLESS 


ALREADY. _.~GP ef Ne Sicko PICKED ©] Quiet! MANTHOR 


AS A CANDIDATE BY Fy, 
MANTHOR, IT DOES eit 

: : f “| fe OPEN UP A LOT OF 

OOESN'T IT? | FOUND , A OMS : PA QUESTIONS... od 


IS HERE! 
ge, = 


SOME UNGHENT IN MY \j 
ROOM LAST NIGHT. ONE 


ING ME URGED ME TO USE ; nF. 5 wa. he SI St Ze 
IT, ANO NOW MOST OF MY ye ¢ eu Ae Lag i 8 

THE TORN FLESH HAS =f BN. Le 5 My Me < | oy 
ALREADY REGROWN! _AuMipSzeell Maman Oi CRE ds 


AS YOU WILL HAVE UNDERSTOOD YOU MAY ALSO HAVE REALISED THAT MY MAGIC 

you MAY BE \| BY NOW, | TOLO YOU THAT ONLY TWO Pm CUT YOU OFF FROM YOUR POWERS OURING THE FIRST 
SEATED. )| FEET COULD COME TO RESTON THE |- TRIALS, IN) ORDER TO FORCE YOU TO RELY SOLELY 

THRESHOLD OF INITIATION S01 COULD Je ON YOUR OWN COURAGE ANID INTELLIGENCE TO 

OBSERVE HOW EACH OF YOU WOULD f FACE THE FOUR ELEMENTAL FORCES: WATER 

ACT ON SUCH A CLUE. HOWEVER, 

| WAS EXPECTING ALL FIVE OF 

YOU HERE. 


SOME OF YOU DION’T 7 'TWAS YOUR FEET THAT 
HESITATE TO TRY TO GET RID 
) OF A COMPETITOR. OTHERS Gay OF ae SOLAN. 
COUNTED ON SOLIDARITY 7 7, ©» WELL OONE. 
INSTEAD ... 5; ; ) 


YET | CHOSE TO LET YOUR 
COMPANIONS TAKE AOVAN- 
TAGE OF YOUR BRAVERY 


ANO GOOD SENSE ... FOR | 
OBVIOUSLY DION'T SELECT 
YOU ALL AT RANDOM. 


AT FIRST, THE NEW CHALLENGE I'M ASSIGNING YOU FR 
f WILL REQUIRE YOU ALL TO UNITE YOUR TALENTS IN 


[] TOMY MOTHER AND ME. THEN, HOWEVER, THE 
TRIAL WILL BECOME ELIMINATOR, ANO ONLY THE 
ONE WHO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES THE TASK 
WILL ee THe ONE TO ATTAIN AN) EXCEPTIONAL 
eae ‘ iN 


WILL THAT EXCEPTIONAL DESTINY BEP TO BE 
CLEAR, I’O LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER IT’S REALLY 
- 8 WORTH IT TO CONTINUE RISKING MY SKIN IN YOUR 
——s SUICIDAL TRIALS ALONGSIDE THESE FOUR 


[ SHALL REMIND YOU THAT YOU AND YOUR COMPAN- 
IONS ALL OWE ME YOUR LIFE, ARLAC. THEREFORE, 
THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS: YES, IT IS OBVI- 
OUSLY WORTH IT TO CONTINUE THE TRIALS ... UNLESS 
YOU'D LIKE TO STAY IN) THE BETWIXT FOR EVER. 


KARSH ANO HSRAK WILL 
TAKE YOU TO THE CAVE WHERE 
THE GEARS OF TIME AWAIT. I WILL 
SOIN YOU THERE AFTER | VISIT 
MY MOTHER. 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN! ENOUGH, | KEEP YOUR ADVICE TO YOURSELF, WHOA, MR ‘I’M A OUKE'S 
ASKED TO WAIT AND ARLAC. DON’T ORAY. | KNEW WE SHOULD HAVE LEFT SON’! REMEMBER HOW 
OBEY LIKE SO MANY YOU THINK YOURE Wf | YOU STRANDED ON YOUR SANOBANK YOU WERE ALREADY ON 
SHEEP! OVERREACTING TO BECOME LUNCH FOR THOSE THE WRONG BOAT BY THEN, 
RIVER MONSTERS! BECAUSE THE OTHER ONE 

OR WAS SUST TOO PLAIN? 

\ IF IT nay BEEN FOR 


cen ne bili Ne f i eee 
ER BODY IN EXC E 

FAVOURS SHOULD SHUT HER - gi ‘J STOP IT! OON'T START GOING 
MOUTH, WENCH. - Re AT IT AGAIN, YOU TWO! 


HA! HA! HA! WONDERFUL LITTLE 
SOLAN, WHO CAN'T HELP WANTING 
EVERYONE TO BE FRIENDS! WHY 
OON'T YOU LET THEM SETTLE THEIR 
DIFFERENCES ONCE AND FOR ALL?! 


Te 
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We’VE ALL BEEN DEPRIVED OF OUR POWERS 
UNTIL TODAY, BUT, LIKE ME, YOU MUST SENSE 
THAT MANTHOR GAVE THEM BACK TO US. PERHAPS 
IT'S TIME WE WERE ALL PROPERLY 
INTRODUCED, HMM? 


SHE'S SUST 
GROWN 84 
AT LEAST 

FIVE HUMAN 
YEARS?! 


NONE OF MY TINY 

FRIENDS ARE SAYING 

ANYTHING. WILL | HAVE 

TO PICK A VOLUNTEER 

MYSELF, THEN? __. <i 
rie 
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BUT... 
THAT'S IMPOS- 
SIBLE! 


PVE A 
SIZE IS OFTEN SUST 
AN ILLUSION FOR THOSE 


WHO ONT QUITE FEEL /- 
YP! TO IT, XIA. 


y WHICH ONE OF X 
YOU FEELS UP TO 
CHALLENGING 
ME? 


LY, SHE’S GROWN 
TO A GIANTESS! 


} YOU FLY, LITTLE 
BIRO .. BUT NOT 
HIGH ENOUGH! 
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T, 


'RE DEAD! 


o 
= 
iS 
= 
= 
SS) 
S 
a 
= 
Ss 
a 


MIOGETS. YOUR 
PATHETIC. IN FAC 


POWERS ARE 


YOU 


ANO YOU STILL NAIVELY BELIEVE EVERYTHING 
MANTHOR SAYS, EVEN AFTER HE ADMITTED 


WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
YOU, JOLANP SHE 
TRIED TO KILL US! 


I SAIO NO. YOU HEARO MANTHOR, SAME 
AS ME. IT MUST BE ALL FIVE OF US 
TOGETHER IF WE WANT TO SUCCEED IN 

> THE NEXT TRIAL. OTHERWISE, WE'RE 

NEVER LEAVING THIS REALM. 


ARLAC IS RIGHT FOR 


ONCE. WE SHOULD MAKE 


UP OUR OWN MINOS, 


LYING TO US ABOUT THE TWO FEET ANO THE 


THRESHOLD OF INITIATION. . YOU'RE NOT OUR 
‘a : 


KIO DOESN'T 
EVEN HAVE ANY 
POWERS .. 


PA ee 


YOU WANTED TO SEE MY POWER 

IN ACTION? THERE. NOW, WE ALL 
GO AND JOIN MANTHOR OR I'LL ¢ 
00 TO YOUR HANDS WHATIOIO 
TO YOUR WEAPONS ... 
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w AND MAY THE GODS PLACE THE 

STRONGEST TREES ALONG OUR 
PATH ANO GIVE US THE STRENGTH 
TO TEAR THEM FROM MOTHER EARTH. 
MAY THEY PROTECT US FROM THE 
OANGERS OF THE FOREST! 


y/ HE'S GOING WITH OUR MEN TO MAKE 
IT LOOK LIKE HE WANTS TO BECOME 
ONE OF US. YET, YOU HEARD HIM 
— HE’S ALREADY TEACHING HIS 
OAUGHTER THAT OUR HUSBANDS ARE [4 
COWARDS ANO THAT OUR PRAYERS k 

ARE GOOD ONLY FOR COMFORT! _§ 


el 


WHAT DANGERS |S TO BUILD NEW ORAKKARS, 
HE TALKING ABOUT, WE NEED WOOD FROM THE 
THORGAL? IS THE FINEST TREES, WOLFCUB. 
FOREST EVIL? SOMETIMES SUCH TREES 
Paar ARE 7 alata 


MEN ARE ALWAYS 
A LITTLE AFRAIO OF THE 
UNKNOWN, ANO THAT'S WHY 
(| OUR CHIEF ASKED THE GODS 
4 TO PROTECT US. THAT'S 
ALL. YOU DON'T NEED 
TO WORRY. 


y a 4 
POOR VIKINGS, SO FRAIL AGAINST 
THE FORCES OF NATURE ... HURRY 
UP ANO GET BACK ON YOUR WAY, 
MARGIEL. THE SUCCESS OF YOUR 
MISSION WILL DETERMINE WHETHER 
I LIVE OUT THE REST OF MY LIFE IN 
THESE MISERABLE WOODS ... OR NOT. 
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WHAT YOU SEE BEFORE YOU ARE 
THE GEARS OF TIME. THOUGH YOU 
CANNOT TELL, TIME DOESN'T FLOW 
THE SAME WAY IN THE BETWIXT AS ON 
MIOGARD, YOUR WORLD — OR EVEN 
IN ASGARD, REALM OF THE GODS, 
WHICH LIES THERE BEHINO YOU, 
BEYOND THE LEDGE AND THE MIST. 


ONCE EVERY THREE 
HUNOREO MIOGARD 
DAYS, THE MOONS 

Da, OF EACH WORLD ARE 
FULL AT THE SAME 

TIME, FOR THREE 

DAYS. 


CALLED THE BRIOGE OF TIME APPEARS 
BETWEEN THE TIME OF THE BETWIXT AND 


| THE OTHER TIMES. BUT THE GODS DECIDED 


TO BAR THAT BRIOGE WITH A GATE 
BEARING FIVE IMPREGNABLE LOCKS, 
$0 THAT NO HUMANS COULD GO 
ANO BOTHER THEM. 
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‘ a) OURING THAT SHORT PERIOD, A PASSAGE 


\ we 
TOMORROW, THE MOONS WILL BE FULL IN 
ALL WORLDS, ANO THE BRIOGE OF TIME 
WILL BE TETHERED TO THE LEOGE OUTSIDE 
THIS CAVE. THEN YOU WILL ENTER ASGARD, 
ANO HAVE THREE DAYS TO PASS THE Z 
GATE, MAKE YOUR WAY TO THOR’S 
FORGE, STEEL HIS BRONGE SHIELD fe 
ANO BRING IT BACK TO ME. ‘ 
WHOEVER DOES SO WILL BE 

THE CHOSEN ONE. 


MAY WE KNOW ‘ I CAN REVEAL NOTHING OF MY ULTIMATE 
WHY YOU WANT THAT GOAL UNTIL ONE OF YOU SUCCEEDS. IF 
SHIELD SO BADLY, AGOOD WERE TO CAPTURE YOU INSIDE 

MASTER? A ASGARD, HE'D GET YOU TO TALK BEFORE 
\ HE KILLED YOU, BELIEVE ME. THEREFORE, 
THE BEST WAY FOR ME TO MAKE SURE 
YOU DON'T REVEAL MY PLANS TO THE 
~ 6005 ... IS TO NOT TELL YOU 
me BEFORE YOU RETURN. 
Seal 


w | HAVE SPENT FAR LONGER 
THAN YOU COULD POSSIBLY FATHOM 
FINDING ANO GATHERING HUMANS 

POSSESSED OF THE POWERS 
NECESSARY TO OPEN THE GATE 
BARRING THE WAY TO THOR’S FORGE. 
00 NOT DISAPPOINT ME, AND 
| WILL NOT DISAPPOINT YOU. 


WHAT IF ... WE I'LL BE HONEST. YOU WILL BE 
DON'T MANAGE TRAPPED WITHIN ASGARO'S TIME, 
TO BRING THAT | ‘ ANO FOR 300 DAYS | WILL BE 
SHIELD BACK UNABLE TO 00 ANYTHING TO 
BEFORE THREE : 4 _\. SPARE YOU THE WRATH OF THE ee, 
DAYS HAVE r GODS — AND REST ASSURED pe 4 

PASSED? THEY WILL STOP AT NOTHING TO ECT... 

( FIND ANO DESTROY YOU... 


AS | HAVE TOLD YOU, IT'S TOO LATE TO BACK OUT 
NOW ANYWAY. MAKE THE BEST OF TODAY AND REST 
UP. YOU HAVE UNTIL THE MOON REACHES ITS HIGHEST 
POINT IN THE SKIES OF THE BETWIXT! 


19 


WELL, I’M GOING TO GO YOU DO THAT! GO ANDO PIG OUT, OR 
ANO PARTAKE OF EVERY \ —( EMPTY YOUR HEAD .... MEANWHILE, I'LL BE 
DELICACY THE KITCHENS ) — \PRACTICING MY MARKSMANSHIP. THOR'S 
OF THIS CASTLE MUST -\ SHIELO IS AS rte an ALREADY! 


HOLO! 


AS FOR 
ME, | WILL 
MEOITATE. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, SOLAN?) <7 THANKS, BUT I'0 RATHER = HMM. HE'S CERTAINLY 
ANY PLANS? MAYBE BE ALONE. | THINK Bea ni : JA HARO ONE TO TAME, 
WE COULD... I'LL GO ANO REST { - . OUR LITTLE 
AWHILE. , |i : _ ‘en SOLAN. 


O10 YOU THINK 
WE WERE GOING TO 
yeu THE WAY, ABANOON YOU? 
WILL YOU BE \ 4 
Dr comine wth me & 
TOMORROW 
100? 
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YOU DON’T SEEM YOU'RE WRONG, SOLAN. 


OON’T BE SO PESSIMISTIC! : F597) I ORDER TO UNDERSTAND WHAT MANTHOR'S 
PARTICULARLY We’RE EXTREMELY LET'S GET COMFORTABLE, SECRET INTENTIONS MAY BE, I THINK YOU 
ENTHUSIASTIC PROUD TO HAVE BEEN $0 YOU CAN TELL ME WHAT yf) SHOULD FIRST KNOW THAT HIS MOTHER 


AT THE IDEA, PUT AT YOUR 
THOUGH. DP SeRvice. 


I 9 


YOU KNOW OF MANTHOR ANO AEE WAS AYOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL GODDESS 
WHAT HE EXPECTS FROM US. WE DON’T KNOW OF ASGARD NAMED VILNYA. 
f i) MUCH MORE THAN 
YOU DO, BUT... 
WHY NOT?! 


IT'S SUST THE 
IOEA OF LOSING 
YOU ALREADY IN 
THE NEXT THREE 

OAYS THAT 
MAKES US SAD. 


y 


i. Eee 
Wily \ WANTE! 
Poul. ‘Be SEDUCE HER AND 
f | 4 id MAKE HER THEIR WIFE, 
Bm BUT VILNYA SEEMED 


UNTIL LOKI, 
THE GOO WHO 
IS HALF FIRE, 
HALF DEMON, K 
TRIEO TO FORCE f 

ee MARRY 


IN CONFLICT WITH LOKI. THE GOD OF 
THUNDER ANO STORMS ANSWERED 
THE YOUNG GOODESS'S CRY AND 
PROTECTED HER. 


ar CRE V NOT LONG AFTER, VILNYA FELL 
{ HUMILIATED, ER AN FOR A YOUNG HUMAN CALLED 
LOKI SWORE KAHANIEL OF VALNOR, WHO HELO 
eee a aya 1 TREMENDOUS POWERS THANKS 
> 10 HIS GREAT GRIMOIRE* OF 
REO MAGIC. THEY HAD A CHILD 
w WHOM THEY CALLED 
MANTHO 


*A BOOK OF MAGIC SPELLS AND INVOCATIONS. 
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WAIT A MINUTE ... OIO YOU i YOU'RE DIGRESS- 

) SAY KAHANIEL OF VALNOR?! ING! ANO BIRBU 

COULD THAT MAN ALSO HAVE IS FORGETTING 

\ HAD A DAUGHTER NAMEO IMPORTANT 
KRISS? ‘ DETAILS ... 


; BIRNING WITH HIS NEO ‘ 

ak y FOR REVENGE, LOK! CONTINUED 

THAT | OO NOT IAIN = { 10 SPY ON VILNYA. WHEN HE 
KNOW, BUT... fi \ \ DISCOVERED THAT SHE’O JUST 

GIVEN BIRTH TO A CHILO FATHERED 
yj 84 AHUMAN, HE TOLD OOIN SO 
THE ALLFATHER WOULD PUNISH 
THE OFFENDER, AS THE LAW 
OF ASGARD DEMANDED. 


STRIPPED OF HER 
IMMORTALITY, BUT UNWILLING 
TO GO LIVE AMONG HUMANS, 
THE GODDESS ATTEMPTED 
TO FINO REFUGE IN THE 
“> \ BETWIXT. SHE HAON'T TAKEN 
: THE FULL MEASURE OF 
LOKI’S EVIL, THOUGH ... 


>| GRIMOIRE OF REO MAGIC | 
AFTER OOIN ENCASED HER 
LOVER IN ICE. e 


HE WANTED VILNYA FOR HIMSELF, WHETHER =| 

OR NOT SHE WAS WILLING. TO PROVE HIS: | 

DETERMINATION, HE THREW SEVERAL i : i THE WORST. HE TOOK MOTHER ANO 

| FIREBALLS AT HIS PREY, ONE OF WHICH ) CHILO ANO DEPOSITED THEM BEFORE 
| THE ENTRANCE TO THE BETWIXT, BEFORE 
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SURE TO TEACH HER SON 

THE SECRETS HELO IN THE 

GREAT GRIMOIRE OF REO 

MAGIC THEY’'D INHERITED 
M KAH, L. 


ANIE 


THE SON GREW. THANKS TO 
HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RED 
MAGIC, HE BUILT FOR HIMSELF 
A FABULOUS CASTLE. MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, THOUGH, HE 
ALSO FOUND WAYS TO DELAY 
THE AGING OF HIS BELOVED 
MOTHER. 


POOR MANTHOR. FATHERLESS FROM THE 
OAY OF HIS BIRTH, HORRIBLY DISFIGUREO 
BY A MADLY JEALOUS GOD, HE'S FORCED 
TO LIVE THE LIFE OF A RECLUSE SO THAT 
EVERY DAY HE CAN STAVE OFF HIS MOTHER'S 
OATH! A CRUEL FATE, INDEED ... IF HE 
WANTS THAT SHIELO, IT HAS TO BE 

ag | TO CHANGE THAT DESTINY. 


TO TENO TO HER EVERY DAY WITHOUT 
FAIL. ANO EACH NIGHT, HIS MOTHER 
CREATES TWO MORE WARRIORS FOR 
HER SON’S ARMY THAT LIVES. WE ARE 
BUT THE SPIRITS OF WARRIORS WHO 
OIEO IN COMBAT BUT WERE SHUNNED 
BY THE VALKYRIES. VILNYA COLLECTS 
US ... TO WHAT ENOP WE 00 

NOT KNOW. 


THAT SAID, BRINGING 
BACK THOR’S SHIELD 

IN ONLY THREE DAYS 
WON’T BE AN EASY TASK! 
EVEN IF YOU SUCCEED IN 
OPENING THE FIVE LOCKS 
OF ASGARD’S GATE, IT’S 
AVERY LONG WAY FROM 
THAT TO THE FORGE 
— ANO FULL OF 
DANGERS, TOO! 


(Cm 


SUCH A PITY! THAT 
VIBRANT YOUTH SACRIFICED 
IN VAIN. WHY WON'T YOU 
LET ME GROW OLD, 
MY SON? 
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE, 
HMM? ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR... ? OH, BUT IT LOOKS 
LIKE YOU'RE BRINGING ME 

A ues 


BY ALL THE GODS! 
COULO IT BEP AT 


HURRY UP, CAT! LET ME 
GATHER A FEW STALWART 
COMPANIONS, ANO THEN 
YOU CAN TAKE US TO 
YOUR MISTRESS. 

THERE ISN'T A 

MOMENT TO 

LOSE! 


WAKE UP, SOLAN! THE 
MOON HAS ALMOST 
REACHED ITS HIGHEST, 


THERE'S 
NO TIME TO 
Lose! 


THE LONG- 
AWAITED MOMENT 
HAS COME. 


us 


IF YOU SUCCEED IN OPENING THE GATE, 
THEN IT WILL BE EVERYONE FOR HIMSELF. 
ONLY ONE OF YOU CAN BRING BACK 
THOR’S SHIELD. GOOD LUCK, AND 


| SHALL EITHER SEE YOU AGAIN IN 
THREE DAYS ... OR NEVER! 
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IT ALL SEEMS SOLID 
ANO REAL ... ANDO 
ALSO NOT. WHAT 


00 YOU THINK? 


REMEMBER: TOGETHER, ANDO 
ONLY TOGETHER, CAN YOU OPEN 
THE GATE TO ASGARD. ITS FIVE 
LOCKS MUST BE TURNED AT THE 
SAME TIME, ANO EACH ONE WILL 

REQUIRE THE USE OF ONE 

OF YOUR POWERS. 


NOTHING. FROM HERE ON OUT, 
ANY DISCUSSION IS SIMPLY 
WASTED TIME. LET'S GO. 


I ex | 
BY THE HELLS, WITCH! CALL 
OFF YOUR CATS! THEY'RE 
FRIGHTENING OUR HORSES/, 


i ALL RIGHT, OLD 

BIO YOU COME IN A. CRONE! WE'RE 

. a= ; LISTENING. | HOPE 
a S\ YOU DION'T MAKE US 

COME ALL THE WAY TO 

THIS DIRTY HOVEL 

FOR NOTHING. 


26 
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| IMAGINE EVERYONE 
UNDERSTANDS NOW WHY 
MANTHOR PICKED US? 


V3 Hi 

ANO EVERYONE'S FOUND WHICH 
LOCK WE HAVE TO OPEN, THANKS. 
SOLAN, BE A NICE FELLOW AND 
DON’T TREAT US LIKE IDIOTS. 


$0, IF |REMEMBER CORRECTLY WHAT IF [CAN PULL THE MECHANISM 
MANTHOR SAIO, WE HAVE TO TURN KS FROM THE BACK OF THIS / 
ALL FIVE LOCKS ATTHE SAME io HOLE, IT'LL BE FINE. 


LEAST A MINUTE TO REACH 
MY LOCK WITHOUT IMPALING 
MYSELF ON THESE BLADES. 


i Wa 


ANO FOR ME AS WELL. THEN YOU 
SHOULD MOVE FIRST, INGVILD, ANO GIVE 
US THE SIGNAL TO GET STARTED ONCE 
YOU'RE IN POSITION. ALL RIGHT? 


ALL RIGHT. 
HERE GOES! 
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THEN I'LL WAIT BEFORE FLYING \( aye 
UP TO MY OWN LOCK. | CAN'T 

ALWAYS CONTROL HOW LONG 

M4 POWER WILL WORK. IF | RISE 

TOO EARLY, MY STRENGTH MIGHT 

RUN OUT BEFORE INGVILD 

REACHES HER LOCK. 
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YOUR COMPANIONS COME ON. YOU BURBI, OVER THERE! IT 

RUN QUICKLY, MUST HURRY. LOOKS LIKE YGGORASIL. 

SOLAN. THEY'RE TRY TO STAND YGG ... DRASIL? 
ALREADY 01S- UP. LEAN ON 

APPEARING IN us. 


THAT MIST. 


YGGORASIL, SOLAN. THE 
COSMIC TREE. ITS LEAVES 
BRUSH AGAINST THE REALM 
OF THE GOODS, WHILE ITS 
ROOTS GO ALL THE WAY TO 
THE UNDERWORLD. THEY SAY 
IT'S ALWAYS GREEN 
BECAUSE IT ORAWS ITS 
UNIQUE STRENGTH FROM 

> THE WELL OF URO. 


DS J) [na THAT'S ONE DOWN! FR 
AOANGER, \ =\__ HA! HA! HA! 
PERHAPS? Eh a 


THEY ALSO SAY 


THAT FROM IT SPRINGS HAVE 


s| AMPLE TIME TO TELL 
ME EVERYTHING 
YOU KNOW IF WE 
GET OUT OF THIS 
AOVENTURE ALIVE. IN 

\. THE MEANTIME, STAY 
> ALERT. | FEEL— 


WHAT CAN | SAY?! THIS IS 
OUR MISTRESS'S FAVOURITE 
TACTIC: ELIMINATE THE WEAK, 
THEN FOLLOW THE STRONG, 
THE BETTER TO PROFIT FROM 
THEIR EXPERIENCE BEFORE 
SHE ELIMINATES THEM TOO. 
WELL, GOOD LUCK ANYWAY, 


FELLOWS! ‘ L& 


YEAH, 
ALL RIGHT, 
| HEARO YOU. 
WHAT 00 WE 
00 NOW? 
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WE COME TO IT AT LAST! YOU'RE 
ASLY ONE, OLD CRONE. IF THE 
BOY DOES CARRY INSIDE HIM 
THE LONG-AWAITEO RETURN 
OF MASTER KAHANIEL, WE 
WILL NOT BE UNGRATEFUL, 
ANO YOUR REQUEST MAY 
RECEIVE A POSITIVE 

ANSWER AT LAST. 


OH, THANK 

YOU! THANK 

YOU, NOBLE 
LORO. A 


TOMORROW WE'LL LOOK 
OVER THIS COPSE. LET'S 
CAMP HERE AND GATHER 
OUR STRENGTH FOR 

THE COMING WORK. 


IF YOU'VE GUESSED CORRECTLY 
ABOUT THAT LITTLE ANIEL, ANO IF 
ON TOP OF IT MOST OF THE ABLE- 
BODIED MEN IN THE VILLAGE LEFT 

YESTEROAY, THEN YOUR NEWS IS 

EXCELLENT, MAHARA, ANO | WILL 
; REWARD YOU WELL. 


IN THE MEANTIME, YOU 
WILL OFFER HOSPITALITY 
TO US ANO OUR MOUNTS. 

WE'LL SLEEP TO RECOVER 
THE STRENGTH WE WILL 
NEED AT OAWN. WE 
CANNOT WASTE EVEN 

A OAY. 


THE CHILO IS ONLY FOUR 
OR FIVE, LORO. KAHANIEL'S 
REINCARNATION IS 
PROPHESIED FOR WHEN 
HE REACHES TEN. YOU 
HAVE ALL THE TIME YOU 
NEED TO PREPARE THE 
KIONAPPING CAREFULLY. 


NOBLE LORD, PERHAPS YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN 
THAT I TRIEO MANY TIMES TO BE MADE A PERMANENT 
MEMBER OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF REO MAGIC 
- TONO AVAL... 


WRONG, OLO CRONE. KAHANIEL HAD THE POWER 
TO DOUBLE THE SPEED AT WHICH THE MINO 
DEVELOPED COMPARED TO THE BODY. IN OTHER 
WOROS, IF ANIEL 1S NEARLY FIVE, IT MEANS THAT 
KAHANIEU'S SPIRIT, WHICH IS GROWING INSIOE HIM, 
WILL SOON REACH THE AGE ... OF TEN! BELIEVE 
ME, IT IS THE MINO’S AGE THAT OUR MASTER WAS 
TALKING ABOUT IN HIS TESTAMENT! 


LOOK! HE'S 
ING TO! 


MUCH TIME HAS PASSED, | 
WONDER IF IT’S EVEN WORTH 
PERSEVERING ... 


OH, SHUT UP. 
YOUR ENOLESS 
GOOD ADVICE IS 

ANNOYING. 


YOUNG XIA FELL 


UPON YOU FROM THE 


SACRED TREE. 
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SHE LOOKED 


DETERMINED 


WHAT ARE YOU 
LOOKING AT? WE’RE 
SUPPOSED TO BE M 
GOING THAT WAS ... 


ANO IF | MAY BE 
$0 BOLD, WE REALLY 
OON’T HAVE A MINUTE 

TO SPARE. 


WAIT ... HE’S 
GONE MAO! 


50? ARE YOU FINALLY READY? Je Qy cv, OID YOU SEE IF THOR’S 
We'VE LOST A LOT OF TIME [3 FORGE WAS STILL FAR 
AS TIS. % AWAY FROM UP 
THERE? 


WE’RE ALREADY 
HALF A DAY BEHINO. 
THAT LEAVES ONLY 

TWO ANO A HALF 
OAYS TO GET THE 
SHIELD AND COME 

BACK! 


| SAW THOR’S FORGE FROM THE TOP OF 4GG- 
ORASIL. IT'S MUCH TOO FAR TO HAVE ANY HOPE 
OF MAKING IT THERE ANO BACK IN UNDER A DAY 
ANO A HALF. IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE EVEN 
WITHOUT ANY OBSTACLES OR WITHOUT STOPPING 
TO EAT ANO SLEEP. 


YOU SILLY BOY 
— YOU'RE HEADING 
IN THE WRONG 
DIRECTION! 


| MUST SAY I’M AS 
SURPRISED AS | AM GLAD 
TO SEE I’M NOT THE ONLY 
ONE OF US WHO BOTHERS 
TO USE HIS BRAIN! 
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SINCE THE MISSION IS ww» THEN THE ONLY SOLUTION IS WELL, I'LL BE! THESE \/ OUR YOUNG MASTER 

IMPOSSIBLE TO FULFIL TO CHANGE THE PARAMETERS KIOS ARE PRETTY )/ THOUGHT OF IT FIRST, 
IN $0 SHORT A TIME AS OF THE SITUATION — FOR SMART! MINO YOu! 

THREE DAYS ... )) EXAMPLE, BY TRYING TO STOP 

! THE GEARS OF TIME. 


THERE'S 
A SERIOUS 


INDEED. THE PROBLEM IS \ 
THAT THERE ARE TWO OF 
US — THAT'S ONE CHOSEN 
ONE TOO MANY. COME ON, 
YOU TWO! WE HAVE TO 
GET RIO OF THEM. 


AH WELL, SORRY, ARLAC. Fg THAT'S RIGHT. 

WE ARE STRICTLY FOR- WE'RE ONLY HERE 

BIODEN FROM FIGHTING JMB® TO AOVISE YOU. YOU IN THAT CASE 
AMONGST OURSELVES HAVE TO SETTLE «IT'S OVER FOR 
OR WITH ANY OF THE YOUR DIFFERENCES YOU! 
HUMANS CHOSEN YOURSELVES. 

BY MANTHOR. ¢ 


F..... FINE. WHAT OO 
YOU HAVE IN MINO? .... 


I THOUGHT IT MIGHT 
STILL BE PRETTY 


ANDO SPARE ME HAVING 
TO GUT YOU, THOUGH .. 


ANO NOW... MPF ... 'M ORAGGING 
YOU OUTSIDE THE BOUNDARIES 
OF THE BETWIXT TO MAKE SURE 
YOU WON'T BE GOING ANY- 
WHERE UNTIL | COME BACK. 


I'M SICK OF TRUSTING 
ANO STANDING 
TOGETHER WITH PEOPLE 
WHO NEVER HESITATE TO 
STAB ME IN THE BACK. 
I'M GOING IT ALONE THIS 
TIME. HANDS BEHIND 
YOUR BACK! 


BASTARD! UNTIE ME! 
| THOUGHT OF STOPPING 
THE GEARS OF TIME 
BEFORE YOU. THIS 
ISN'T FAIR! 


CAN'T YOU TELL? 
I'M BINDING YOUR 
\ HANDS... 


NOW, THIS 
y HAD BETTER 
~ WORK... 


ie) 
HA! HA! HA! HURRAY 


FOR THE MASTER OF 
TIME! HA! HA! HA! 


UP! GET UP, YOU 
WRETCHES! COME 
OUT OF YOUR 
HOVELS! 


i 7 TEN 
WHAT 00 YOU WE WANT YOU TO GIVE US 
WANT? THE YOUNGEST SON OF 


THAT THORGAL AEGIRS- 
SON CHARACTER. 
NOW. 


rN 


NO! WAIT! I'LL TAKE 
YOU TO THE LITTLE 
BASTARD! 


KS 


ANO WHY SHOULD 
| STOOP SO LOW AS 
TO 00 THAT? 


FOR THE VERY SIMPLE 
REASON THAT IF YOU 
OON’T, WE'LL KILL YOU 
ONE BY ONE UNTIL WE 
FINO LITTLE ANIEL. 


=) 
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TAKE THE CHILD, 
ANO MAKE SURE 
YOU TREAT HIM WITH 
RESPECT. DON’T 
FORGET: OUR OWN 
GREAT KAHANIEL 
SLUMBERS a hi 


WHAT ARE YOU 

DOING?! DON'T 

YOU COME NEAR 
MY SON! 


PERHAPS YOU 
WOULO HAVE A 


THANKS TO MY IN- 
FORMATION... 


A SUST 
REWARO? OH, 
INDEEO | 00, 


_) OESERVES A TRAITOR’S 
j REWARD! BY THE i 
| POWERS OF REO MAGIC, 
A LET YOUR VIPER'S 
TONGUE NEVER AGAIN 
SPIT ITS VENOM! 
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WELL, THORGAL, | HOPE | ON THE CONTRARY. NO ONE COULD 

THIS HARD LABOUR ISN'T | (4 UNDERSTAND HOW HAPPY | AM THAT 
MAKING YOU REGRET I) | M4 FAMILY FINALLY HAS THE PEACE- 
come ban TO THE 14 FUL LIFE IT DESERVES. 
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THE MOMENT 3B 


OF TRUTH. 


SUOGING BY FRIEND 
ARLAC’S SUDDEN 
SILENCE ... 


TELL ME, BIRBU, j] OH! OF COURSE! YOU'RE RIGHT, SOLAN ¥ 
THAT BRANCH YOU'RE A BRANCH FROM THE COSMIC TREE 
HOLOING ... IT'S FROM MUST BE STRONGER THAN ANY 
YGGORASIL, ISN'T IT?_ See | METAL FORGED IN THE BETWIXT. 


» ASGARO'S 
TIME HAS STOP- 
PED. LET'S GO! 


Fis 
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HA! HA! HA! PATHETIC! 
YOU THINK SUCH A 
PUNY PIECE OF W— 


INCREDIBLE! YOU WERE RIGHT, 
SOLAN. COMING FROM THE BETWIXT, 
WE’RE NOW THE ONLY ONES WHO 
CAN STILL MOVE WITHIN ASGARD. 
BRILLIANT! HOW DIO YOU KNOW? 


| DION’T KNOW — 
| HOPED, THAT'S 
ALL. 


KEEP GOING! FIRST 
We'LL GRAB THOR’S SHIELD. 
THEN WE'LL SEE IF THERE'S 

ANYTHING WE CAN 00 
FOR HER. 


ARE OUTSIDE TIME. 
WHAT CAN WE 002 


Ms 


POOR INGVILO. 
AS SOON AS TIME 
RETURNS, SHE'LL 
BR ONLY HAVE ANOTHER 
SECOND TO LIVE ... 


THERE! 
@ THATS THOR , 
SHIELO! Ze [ZA Poet 
ee Ae 1 LooKiTHe | © 
SHIELO! /M THE 
CHOSEN ONE! 


(/ 


a. WHAT'S 
BEHINO THE 
FIREPLACE IS 
OAMPENING 
OUR SPIRITS. 
ese 
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INCREDIBLE! 
THAT BOY 
WAS SO 
CLOSE. 


SQUASH HIM LIKE A BUG WHEN 
TIME STARTS FLOWING I) ASGARO 
AGAIN. A PITY. HE WAS A NICE 
FELLOW... 
YOU'VE GOT THE SHIELD, 
SOLAN. YOU'RE THE 
CHOSEN ONE NOW. WOE 
BETIOE THE LOSERS, 
THAT'S ALL. 


THEIR FATES. THORGAL WOULON'T Y 
LEAVE THEM BEHINO. 


STRENGTH ISN'T REALLY A PROBLEM 
FOR US. WE'RE REALLY STRONG, 
YOU KNOW. IT'S ONE OF THE LITTLE 


POWER’ AVE US. 


\" i 


IT'S IMPOSSIBLE. | COULD 
) MANAGE CARRYING ONE, BUT ALL 
THREE? ... IT’S IMPOSSIBLE. 


WE SUST NEED TO 
BUILD A BIG STRETCHER, 
ANO OFF WE GO! WE'LL 

PICK THEM ALL UP LIKE 
MUSHROOMS ON THE 
WAY BACK, 

7 : 


THIS ONE TOO, 
YOU'RE SURE? 


Vy 


PUT THEM DOWN BY 
ARLAC ANO SOIN ME 
INSIOE THE CAVE. 
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hid 


= | THE FLESH- 
EATING PLANT 
13 GONE?! WHAT 


WHAT?! SOLAN YOU LITTLE FEATHERBRAINS! 
STOLE FROM HE SAVED ALL YOUR LIVES! |. 
YOU?! OH, 00 YOU HEAR? HE'S THE 
THE GALL! J CHOSEN ONE, AND YOU 


OWE HIM YOUR LIVES! 


HIM! HE'S 
PLAYED ONE 
OF HIS OIRTY 

TRICKS ON US! 


THOR’S SHIELD 
FROM US! 


THE DOLLS ARE RIGHT. THOR’S 
HAMMER WAS ABOUT TO 
STRIKE ME DOWN... 


i WZ’AH FOR ). 
SOLAN 


| SUGGEST YOU MAKE THE 


WRIGHT DECISION, 604, BEFORE \ 


| FORGET MY OATH NOT TO 


LAY AHANO ON ONE OF ¢ 


MANTHOR’S CANOIDATES. 
ESPECIALLY SINCE 


» YOU'RE NOT VS 


A CANDIDATE 
ANY MORE 


> 


HE O10 IT! 
HE O10 IT! 


WE RECOGNISE 
YOU AS THE 


CHOSEN ONE, , 


YOU ... YOU'RE THE 


CHOSEN ONE, SOLAN. | 


| PLEOGE MY... 
\ GIANCE TO YOU. 


FOR ANYONE WHO MAY 
STILL HAVE DOUBTS, |, 
MANTHOR, MASTER OF 
THE BETWIXT, HEREBY 

PROCLAIM IT: YOU ARE 


THE CHOSEN ONE, 
OLAN! 


.. BUT YOU HAVE ALSO PRE- 
SERVED YOUR LIVES, FOR 

! WOULD NOT HAVE TOLER- 
ATEO THAT ONE OF YOU 
RAISE A HANO TO THE 
CHOSEN ONE. 


NOT ONLY DID YOU PROVE BOTH 
BRAVE ANDO RESOURCEFUL, BUT 
YOU WERE ALSO GENEROUS AND 
MERCIFUL TOWARDS THOSE WHO 
DIO NOT ALWAYS DESERVE IT. _ 


HEAR ME NOW: YOU 
HAVE PRESERVED YOUR 
HONOUR BY SPONTANE- 

OUSLY BENDING THE 
KNEE TO SOLAN .... 


GO NOW, ANO RETURN TO THE CASTLE 
ANO YOUR ROOMS. TOMORROW | 
SHALL LET YOU KNOW WHAT FUTURE 
| SHALL GIVE THOSE LIVES JOLAN 
CHOSE TO SPARE. 


AS FOR YOU, JOLAN, TOMORROW 
| pier TELL Jou war THE Sanat 


SUCH IS THE PRICE OF UNLOCKING 
AN EXCEPTIONAL DESTINY, 


PR 


THE MEN WERE REO MAGES — THEY LOOKED LIKE | OON’'T UNDERSTAND THE REA- 
THE ONES | SAW IN MAHARA’S MIRROR OF TIME. SONS BEHIND SUCH A KIDNAPPING, 
THEY MUST HAVE LEARNED FROM THAT WITCH THAT : THORGAL, BUT I'M SORRY ABOUT 
THEIR MASTER WAS GOING TO REINCARNATE IN § 5 YOUR SON. IF WE CAN— 
ANIEL’'S BODY! THEY'LL WANT TO KEEP HIM UNTIL 3 5 

HE REACHES TEN YEARS OF AGE, I'M SURE! AND 
WHEN HE DOES... < 


{ THORGAL! SOME- 
THING TERRIBLE HAS 
HAPPENED! ARMED 
HORSEMEN CAME 
ANO TOOK ANIEL! 


y THANK YOU. 
| KNOW | CAN 


.. BUT IT'S UP TO ME TO GO 
ANO GET HIM BACK. ME, 
ANO NO ONE ELSE. 
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ITIS IN YOUR 
POWER — | | 
KNOW IT. 


| 00 NOT KNOW HOW YOU 
MADE SUCH A MIRACLE 
B HAPPEN, MY SON, BUT ...THANK 
YOU, FROM THE BOTTOM 
OF MY HEART. 


MAY 1 ASK A 
FAVOUR OF YOU, 
MANTHOR? 


IF IT 1S WITHIN MY 
POWER, | WILL GRANT 
IT TO YOU ON THE 
SPOT, JOLAN. 


TODAY IS A 
GREAT DAY... 


w» FOR THE 
TIME HAS COME 
WHEN IT IS YOU 
WHO COMFORT 

YOUR FATHER. 


